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CFA, CSU 
begin 


oe deal 
The IndyCar race series is coming to Long Beach this weekend, and we thought we'd 

give you'a run-down of the difference between your bucket and these high performance approval 

pinnacles of engineering. Spoiler: they’re basically the same besides everything. For more 
on the cars you will never own, go to pages 4 through 6. The process to ratify 

the tentative deal struck — 
by Chancellor White 
and the CFA president 
began yesterday. 


Your car vs. Indy car 


By ARIANA SAWYER & 


TARYN SAUER 
Staff Writers 


California Faculty Association lead- 
ership recommended that its members 
at Cal State Long Beach vote in favor of 
the tentative agreement reached by the 
-CFA and California State University, 
marking the beginning of the ratifica- 


Runs on hopes, dreams and willpower. 
tion process yesterday. 

Lauded as a success by the two CFA 

Runs on science and engineering. see) Board of Directors members and Asso- 

Be as ciate Vice Presidents Kevin Wehr and 

Cecil Canton, the overall 10.5 percent 


raise over the course of two years, the 
Your cor: sucks {-————_ i ndy (Ca r: doesn’t 2.5 percent service salary increase “uni- 
: % = corn’ in 2018 and the CSU’s-agreement 


to bargain with the CFA first before 


i y ] presenting a budget to California state 
Your car: has doors ? Indy Car: doesn t ae were largest gains in the 
agreement, Wehr said. 
; Some CFA leaders who attended the 
Your car: rattlecan © <~+——————}>_ Indy Car: not meeting said they were astonished at 
} what they were able to accomplish. 
“Tt’s kind of incredible given that 60 


° H oar . : ercent of faculty have no job securi- 
Your car: has insurance <}>—————_>_Indy Car: in a way, kind of Ome gah 
. Langen. 

Your car: gets messy © <}———{> Indy Car: sometimes a eae 


agreement was “better than a poke in 
the eye?’ but were unhappy that the deal 


Your car: plays music ©<+——————}>_ Indy Car: doesn’t enotetronctne 
ecause the ailed to secure 


raises retroactively, faculty, librarians 


Your car: isn’t (> Indy Car: fast, turbocharged v6 fe ee 


most by the agreement. 


“Of course, we hope that people are 


Your car: brakes, maybe <> Indy Car: brakes, Brembo ae 


alize that full 7 percent in their pension 
base,” Wehr said. 
° 4 ° H Hi Any would-be retirees will miss out 
Your car: bad tires = Indy Care slick tires ee) ees ame 
; f June 31 and July 1, as well as the 2 per- 
. ‘cent raise the CSU offered throughout 
Your car: watery gas © <~——————_}> Indy Car: ethanol the last fiscal year while negotiation 
: s were ongoing. 
Other CFA members can expect to 
make up. the 2 percent loss from not 


Your car: compression? <-+——————_> Indy Car: high compression geting a ase this yea within three and 


a half months of receiving the 5 percent 
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The biotechnology 
program received 
funding to continue 
its internship program 
in stem cell and 
regenerative medicine. 


By LINDSAY PETERS 
Assistant Design Edtior 


Stem cells hold the potential to 
develop into several parts of human 
anatomy. For 10 Cal State Long Beach 
students, researching these cells has the 
potential to develop into careers. 

CSULB announced that it had re- 
ceived a grant from the California In- 
stitute for Regenerative Medicine on 
April 6. The grant will cover a $30,000 
stipend for each student as well as up to 
$7,000 for tuition and $2,500 to partici- 
pate in a stem cell training course. 

The certificate program is open for 
bachelors, masters and _post-bacca- 
laureate students to earn a certificate 
studying different facets of biotech- 
nology. After completing prerequisite 
courses, students are eligible to apply 
and interview for the internship. 

Of the applicants, 10 are selected to 
work with researchers in stem cell bi- 
ology and regenerative medicine. Re- 
generative medicine works to engineer 


or reprogram cells, tissue or organs for 


normal function. 
“You could say “Well, oh what’s 10 
more people?’ Well it’s not only 10 


more people,” Lisa Klig, director of the... 


DEAL 


continued from page | 


salary increase June 31 and the 2 per- 
cent increase one day later on July 1. 

“What we lost was last year’s raise 
entirely, said Diane Lee, a psychology 
professor. “They dated the agreement for 
2016 but we did not get a raise for 2016” 

The CFA CSULB Chapter President 
Douglas Domingo-Forasté helped to 
present in each of the three meetings, 
held at different times throughout the 
day so CFA members could fit the 
meeting in their schedules. Other CFA 
leaders such as Chair and CFA Contract 


Development and Bargaining Strate- 


gy Committee member Antonio Gallo 
and Associate Vice President Charles 
Toombs also presented. 

Many faculty said that they are still 
unsure of where their salary fits into 
the new payment bracket outlined by 
the tentative agreement and if they even 
qualify for the SSI. 

According to Wehr, some 43 per- 
cent of the faculty who make the 
least amount of money will be eligi- 
ble for the 2.65 percent SSI during 
the 2017-28 academic year based on 
their current base pay “today.” The SSI 
maximum rises when faculty receive 
more general salary increases and also 
depends on each professor’s market 
value. For example, professors in the 
School of Nursing are less likely to be 
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Regenerative generation 


biotechnology program, said. “We're 
bringing the diversity of the population 
of California into the science, which 
brings new eyes [and] new angles.” 

Students are placed in labs at one of 
three institutions: University of Cali- 
fornia, Irvine, City of Hope National 
Medical Center or, this year’s newest 
addition, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. 

Senior molecular cell biology and 
physiology major Ernesto Leon will be 
interning under Dr. Barry Stripp at Ce- 
dars-Sinai. Stripp focuses on regenera- 
tive medicine in the lungs. 

Regenerative medicine is a branch of 
translational research that focuses on 
taking scientific research and translat- 
ing them into ways to improve human 
health. A tenant of this study is “from 
bench to bedside’ Leon said this disci- 
pline is what he wishes to continue in 
his career. 

“Tf we can understand it then may- 
be we can find prevention for it,” Leon 
said. “It’s basic research where you're 
understanding the molecular mecha- 
nisms of a disease and you can some- 
how translate that to a cure or treat- 
ment for patients.” 

Leon said he chose Stripp after 
learning of his research into under- 
standing fibrotic lung disease found in 
lung transplant patients. Over time the 
chambers in the lungs thicken, making 
breathing difficult. 

Klig said that the internship largely 
benefits in three ways: the students who 


gain research experience in a large lab; . 
~ the state, which gains students prepared 


for the workforce and, above all, the 
medical field. 
“These students are directly involved 


eligible for SSI’s since their market- 
ability is higher than that of a fine arts 
professor. : 

Wehr said the SSI aspect of the agree- 
ment also has a “corrective effect; allow- 
ing women and people of color who may 
have been unfairly passed by on raises to 
see a raise in their salary anyway. 

CFA members can vote to ratify the 
agreement online from 6 a.m. on April 
22 to noon on April 29. 

“This [increase] is the biggest move 
on their part to respect us,’ said Nancy 
Meyer-Adams, chair of the School of So- 
cial Work Department. 

Now that the Fight for Five has ac- 
complished, and exceeded, the CFAs ini- 
tial proposal, the issues of tenure density, 
inversion and salary equity still exist. 

“Bargaining means that no one wins,’ 
said CFA Chapter Faculty Right Chair 
Kelly Janousek. “It means we come to an 
agreement.” : 

If the CSU-CFA agreement is ratified, 
the CFA plans to assist students with is- 
sues such as student fees, tuition hikes, 
program cuts, transportation and food 
pantries. 

The CFA will also focus on the fight 
for a $15 minimum wage at the Pershing 
Square in downtown Los Angeles today 
at noon. 

The CSULB CFA members are plan- 
ning to celebrate the ratification with a 
party on the quad, according to Langen, 
and there will be cake. 

Abilene Carrillo also contributed to 
this article. 


in doing the research, in clinical trials 
and in publications that are creating 
treatments for people with unmet med- 
ical diseases and unmet medical needs,” 
Klig said. 

Klig said the process of matching 
students with labs is important because 
students must be interested in the re- 
search but also match the temperament 
of the lab. She compares it to a family: 
some may be sports oriented and others 
may be arts oriented. Either way, they 
flourish when in synch. 

Angela Hoang, senior microbiology 
major, is interested in reproductive and 
womens health. She chose to work with 
Dr. Karen Aboody at City of Hope. 

Aboody is using neural stem cells to 
deliver chemotherapeutic cells directly 
to brain tumors potentially decreasing 
the side effects of chemotherapy. Hoang 
said Aboody is branching out research 
to other cancers. Hoang would like to 
work on ovarian or breast cancer. 

“Stem cells have the advantage of 
being able to be used and manipulated 
to become whatever you desire to be,’ 
Hoang said. “T think that’s an amazing 
thing to look at because there’s so much 
more we.can understand about it and 
its use in translational research” 

Klig said candidates are chosen who 
possess excitement for the research and 
a strong work ethic instead of looking 
solely at academic performance. 

“This is not a program that cherry 
picks your 4.0 GPA student because 

"you may have someone with fantastic 
hands in the laboratory [and] a genuine 
enthusiasm about doing research who 
may have'a2.9? Klig said. “Or a 3.0 but 


CFA CSULB Chapter members discuss the tentative agreement with the CSU system Wednesday. 
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Veterinary Technician and clinical trail coordinator for stem cell research 
in cats Megan Badgley, comforts Morris, 8, after his exam at UCD Veteri- 
nary Teaching Hospital on February 8 in Sacramento, Calif. 


they are fantastic when you cut them 
loose in a lab” 

Klig said the program has a 98 per- 
cent success rate for students continu- 
ing in the stem cell and regenerative 
medicine career track. 


Although ‘certificate students have 


done research previously in their stud- 
ies, Klig said the workload and lab ex- 
perience gives students an accurate pic- 


ture of what their career entails. 

“The big difference being these are 
high-powered labs, its full-time re- 
search and it'll really solidify their un- 


derstanding of their career trajectory,” 


Klig said. 


The stem cell internship program be- 


gins July 1 with two weeks of training to 
work in the labs. Students will enter the 


lab for a year starting July 18. 
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Former | L.A. Times 
reporter Joel Sappell 
talks the future of 


journalism 


Sappell discusses his 
talk for Journalism and 
Public Relations Day 
and gives advice to 
student journalists. 


By LinpDsay PETERS 
Assistant Peer Editor 


Despite his career change, Joel Sap- 
pell said he is still a journalist to the 
bone. A former investigative reporter 
for the Los Angeles Times, Sappell 
now works as the deputy director for 
strategic communication for Los An- 
geles County. Sappell is one of three 
guest speakers invited for Journalism 
and Public Relations Day Monday 
where he'll touch on his experience 
in the realms of journalism and pub- 
lic relations. Sappell spoke with the 


Housing for the 


homeless 


‘The construction of 
homeless haven in 
Long Beach, Anchor 
Place, has begun. 


By LAUREN TORRES 
Staff Writer 


While. passing through the streets 
of downtown Long Beach, there are 
certain aspects that are hard to miss: 
organic food spots, ongoing construc- 
tion projects, boutiques and homeless 


residents asleep on church steps and ~ 


discarded couches. 

According to the Long Beach De- 
partment of Health and Human Ser- 
vices, there were a reported 1,513 un- 
sheltered citizens and 94 unsheltered 
veterans in 2015. The City of Long 
Beach, in partnership with The Long 
Beach Community Investment Com- 
pany and Century Housing, is working 
together to change those numbers. 

The housing development. project, 
Anchor Place, aims to provide stable 


housing for homeless families and vet- 


erans, according to a joint press release. 


The groundbreaking of thealte,located a 
) in: West ~~ 


at Century Villages at ca 
Long Beach, a community: iilt to help 


end, homelessness, was celebrated on 


~The Gis story apartment complex 
will have 120 units, with a mix of one, 
two and three bedroom apartments, 


with 75 of those reserved for veterans « 


and 45 for families with low incomes. 
“Long Beach remains dedicated to 
ensuring housing stability for all our 


residents, Mayor Robert Garcia said 
in a press release. “This development il- 
lustrates our unwavering commitment 
to ending homelessness and enhancing 
quality of life for very low-income fam- 
ilies and veterans.” 

Rent will be contributed by Veterans 
Affairs Supportive Housing vouchers, 
provided by the Housing Authority 
of the City of Long Beach, which will 
give $720,000 annually, or $10.8 mil- 
lion, over a 15-year period to guarantee 
housing support. 

“In times when dollars are scarce, the 
LBCIC is proud to invest in supportive 
housing communities such as Anchor 


Place? LBCIC Chair John Thomas said 


in a press release. “Anchor Place will 
improve living conditions for the most 
vulnerable segment of our population.” 

Thomas could not be reached for 
further comment. 

Residents of the new complex, and 
of all CVC housing, will also have ac- 
cess to several forms of aid to help with 
self-sufficiency, such as physical and 
mental health services, employment 
services, substance abuse treatment and 
a food service program, among others. 
The CVC communities also feature 
amenities like recreational areas, canve- 
nience stores and community gardens. 
‘A Bus stop will also be added on nearby 
River Avenue to make. commuting easi- 


er on residents, according to a YouTube 


_video'shared.by. LBT V.__ 
“Its Long Beach once. again that 


~ leads the way in working:with us at the 
-*county.and leveraging the very best ap- 


yaches. to eliminating homelessness,” 
abe, Los Angeles County 
‘Supervisor oo District Four, in the vid- 


eo. 
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Daily 49er about the importance-of 
utilizing skills from both fields and 
the necessity for student journalists 
to make professional connections and 
immerse themselves in news. 


How did you come to be the guest 
speaker for journalism day? 


I worked with [journalism profes- 
sor] Gary [Metzker] at the L.A Times 
for years and I believe that Gary rec- 
ommended me as a speaker. I think 
originally, his idea was to have me 
speak about my experiences covering 
the Church of Scientology, but then it 
got kind of morphed into something 
broader because I have made that 
transition into, for lack of a better 
word, public relations. So I think it’s 
going to straddle both those worlds: 
hardcore journalism and public re- 
lations and how to incorporate some 
of those principles of journalism into 
the field of public relations. 


What do you think student jour- 


nalism and public relations students 


Ghiion 


@ WEEKLY 


Long 


can take away from you discussing 
the relationship between thetwo 
fields during Journalism Day? 


A lot of that depends on where they 
are and what they're doing in that 
public relations. In general, I think 
that journalism is based on hones- 
ty, integrity, [and] information. PR 
and journalism, if at their root they 
are based on providing of quality in- 
formation to the public, then that is 
what I would hope to convey. That 
you can take those values and skills 
of journalism and put those to work 
in public relations, and when you do 
that, it has the ring of authenticity to 
the public and it builds integrity and 
credibility for your client, whether 
that is the government or a private 
individual. 


What advice would you give to the 
student journalists at CSULB now? 


Obviously every student needs to 
to be on the cutting edge of whatever 
is happening now and what's happen- 
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ing next. It’s crucial for student jour- 
nalists to be immersed in the news; to 
consume different kinds of publica- 
tions, to be involved in it. ll get more 
into this in-my talk, but my thing was: 
I was big on internships. 

I think getting into a profession- 
al environment where you can make 
connections is a big part of it because 
I’ve done a lot of hiring over the years 
and it’s one thing to get a resume, 
and a good cover letter is essential, 
but if ’'m working with an individual 
already, through an internship pro- 
gram or whatever, I get a chance to 
see that person up close. So I think, 
as a student, getting into a profession- 
al environment where you can build 
connections and see how it operates is 
crucial. My, advice is: Get into a pro- 
fessional setting as fast as you can and 
soak it up, make connections. 


Journalism and Public Relations 
Day is open to all Cal State Long 
Beach students and will be held in 
the USU Ballroom Monday from 8:15 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 


fap! 
(CB; 
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re TELEVISION oer 


the Editor in Chief ta) is real for the weekly print publication and web production a ihe Long Beach _ 
“Union Weekly newspaper and for the overall i integrity of the newspaper, including ral content, appearance, 


coverage, product 
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The Long Beach 
Grand Prix turns its 
ignition on the three- 
day event featuring 
big races and plenty of 
fan service begins on 
Friday. 


By JosH BARAJAS 
Sports Editor 


It's time to sit under the warm sun, 
inhale the smell of burnt rubber and 
listen to the roaring engines of racecars 
zipping by at dangerous speeds. 

It’s the 42nd Annual Toyota Grand 
Prix of Long Beach, and it'll run from 
Friday, April 15 through Sunday, April 
17 in downtown. 

The 2016 edition of one of the larg- 
est spectator events in Southern Cal- 
ifornia features the usual races and 
events. There is the Verizon IndyCar 
Race, the main event, on Sunday at 1:30 
p.m. You can watch cars drive sideways 
at the ever-popular Motegi Racing Su- 


track at 11:40 a.m. 

The pro/celebrity race has been a 
fixture at the Long Beach Grand Prix 
since 1977 when the participants in- 
cluded actors Gene Hackman and 
Shelly Novack - a former Long Beach 
State football star. However, after the 
40th edition of the race in 2016, there 
wont be a 4 lst. 

Grand Prix of Long Beach President 
and CEO Jim Michaelian said in an an- 
nouncement that the reason-behind the 
race’s abolishment is Toyota's relocation 
of its headquarters from Torrance to 
Plano, Texas. 

Because of the special occasion, the 
final pro/celebrity race features 21 past 
winners and participants in the event. 
That includes three-time winner Al- 
fonso Ribeiro, more widely known as 
Carlton in the “Fresh Prince of Bel Air, 
six-time LBGP winner Al Unser, Jr. and 
“Malcolm in the Middle” star Frankie 
Muniz among others. 

Saturday’s races aren't the only ones 
that boast big names behind the wheels. 
Sunday’s main event, the third round of 
the Verizon IndyCar Series, will prove 
to be extremely competitive with sever- 
al former winners racing. 
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The 40th Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach featured five action packed races including an off-road truck race and 
the Pirelli World Challenge Championship. The roar of the engines caused attendees to purchase headphones de- 
signed to lessen the loud noise. 


per Drift Challenge is Saturday night 
at 7 p.m. But before that, the last ever 


see PRIX, page 6 
Toyota Pro/Celebrity Race will: take the~- QORBoaK 


“SHOW YOUR SUPPORT | 
» AskForConsent.org 


| Gri Per eee 
Beach to bite the (racing) dust eee 


The Grand Prix drink, view expos and watch cars go Food Truck experience Toyota Pro/Celebrity Race 

“yroom.” Though downtown does offer a plethora of Considering this race will be obsolete after this 
features countless This year’s Grand Prix will say “Go quality sit-down eateries, the Grand Prix will weekend, it’s definitely a race you want to stop by 
opportunities for a Greased Lightning” to the popular be holding a “Food Truck Experience” behind and at least see once before it zooms away. Sean 


Toyota Pro/Celeby yy Grandstand 31 (south of the front straightaway Flannery, Brian Austin Green and Frankie Mu- 


honking good time. 
88 oe: celebrities 


. hear Shoreline Village) in which Prix-goers can niz.are among the 21 participants who will be 
rowse and pig out on unique food truck items. competing, and the Toyota Pro/Celebrity Race is 


Best part? It’s all to-go. Grab a stuffed torta and the longest-running corporate-sponsored charity 
By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 


back to your car-viewing. race in the United States. All proceeds will go to 
Arts & Life Editor 


the benefit “Racing for Kids,’ a charitable orga- 
nization that supports children’s hospitals nation- 
The roads are all closed, Long Beach wide. 
Transit is shutting down and nothing 


can be heard but the sound of revving 


engines and sporadic screaming. This fans outside of the co — 
signals the beginning of the week- for a bustling and hectic - [- N ) S H 
end-long 42nd annual Toyota Grand _—_ atmosphere. Here’s a few of the events - * 


Prix of Long Beach, where race car _ taking place at the Prix that you won't 
lovers all around California come to want to miss out on. 


Concert days & Fussible have seen the stages of Coach- 
expo will take up the en- Two out of the three rae Prix eye will 


Mother’s Exotic Car Pac 
If you're interested in shi tsidelands and Austin City Limits, 
cars — visit the Grand Prix o e Long Beach Convention and feature performances fro 
walk until you meet Turn 9. Th 


a variety of over 100 foreign sport 


heir first time playing the 
ent Center, spanning a total of Fussible and Cheap / ; 
,000 square feet. The exhibits feature take place Friday a aturday, respectively, i ill the Grand Prix’s 
ket to the Grand Prix. Rock-n-Roar Conce all of Fame along 
lace outside of the Long with groups such as Joan Jett & The Black- 
he Goo Goo Dolls. 
lay the Grand Prix 
induction into the 
Hall of Fame and will, 
erforming Arts Center’s 


your viewing and photo-taking pleasure. dern. innovations in automotive, home and are free with 


cars on display include Ferraris, Porsches and and entertainment products. Both shows will t 


any other glittering cars ~~ An exhibit to look out for is the Green Beach Performin, 


s Center’s Terrace The- hearts, Bret Michael anc 
: The trio is scheduled te 
ussible are popular in only one week after 


- from overseas and the Power Prix-View, which includes energy ater. 


, paddock will be open and resource-conserving products for your Duo Bostich & 


all through Sunday. home and body. the Tijuana electronic»scene, performing actual Rock and R 


,-a,style of music that “ta 
no (music “from the North errace Theater. It’s advised to get there early, 


, A , They dubbed the hybrid “Nortec”” Bostich since space is limited. 


The Department of Journatism-and Mass Communication 


Journalism & Public Relations Day 


‘Monday, Apritt8;,2016 | 8: 15 am. to 1:30 p.m. | USU Ballroom 
Awards Ceremony 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 


8 e? Reception 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 2, 
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Joel Sappell Laurel Whitcomb Mary McNamara 

LA County Deputy Vice President of LA Times 
Director of Strategic Marketing for the ~ Television Critic 

Communications | 2 ~ Emmy Awards and Author 


How CSULB Journalism Lights, Camera, Action! es Diverse Careers: 


Set the Course » 4 #9 Spotlight on Entertainment Serious Critic and 


for My Career ad . Marketing Campaigns Creative Writer 
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PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR: 


Career 
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Attention Student Leaders! 


If you are seeking to fulfill a Leadership Development or Community Service 
requirement, attending this seminar is a great way to complete BOTH 


requirements AT THE SAME TIME! 


Leadership Development: 

This seminar will address 

° The importance of business attire and how that ties into your personal brand 

° The importance of knowing your brand and how that can help you “make a 
good impression” 

¢ The importance of an elevator pitch to promote your brand 


Community Service: 
In a collaborative effort to promote this seminar, there will be a Clothing 
Drive and Fundraiser where all donations will go to the Women Helping 
Women (WHW) non-profit organization, an organization dedicated to 
helping women and men transition back into the workforce. For more 
information about Women Helping Women visit whw.org. 
* Donation drop-off begins on Monday, April 11th. Bins for clothes will be 
available at BH250 and USU 215 
* Donations can consist of professional clothing for women and men 
including: 
Suits, Dresses and Blazers 
Dress Slacks 
Dress shirts, blouses, and sweaters 
Dress shoes 
Ties, belts, purses, jewelry and other accessories 
Hygiene products 
* On the day of the Personal Branding Seminar (April 19th), event attendees 
will also have the opportunity to make a $1 donation at the check-in 
table and Kohl’s has agreed to match the total dollar amount received. All 
proceeds will go to the Women Helping Women non-profit organization. 
* Donation receipts will be available for those interested in a tax write-off. 
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Farewell Kobe 


The Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe Bryant (24) puts up a shot in the lane against 
the Utah Jazz on Wednesday, April 13 at Staples Center in Los Angeles. 
Kobe scored 60 points in his final game for-the Lakers in a 101-96 win over 
the Jazz. Kobe is retiring after 20 years in the NBA, all of them played for 


Los Angeles. - 


Micuact Ares | Datty 49ER FILE PHoTo 2015 
Cars speed through the track during the Indy Lights Cooper Tires Race at 
the 40th Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach on Sunday, April 19, 2015. 
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2015 LBGP winner Scott Dixon re- 
turns to defend his place on the podi- 
um. Dixon, also the winner in round 
two of the IndyCar Series at the Phoe- 
nix Grand Prix on April 2, will have 
to beat some formidable opponents to 
take the top spot, such as three-time 
LBGP winner Sebastien Bourdais, two- 
time winner Will Power and previous 
winners Helio Castroneves, Takuma 
Sato and international racing superstar 
Juan Pablo Montoya. 

Montoya, the winner at the 1999 
LBGBP, is widely known as one of the 
few drivers to cross over to Formula 
One and NASCAR and actually win 
several races in those respective series 


as well. The Colombian driver picked 
up a win as recently as March 13 in 
round one of the IndyCar Series at the 
St. Petersburg Grand Prix. 

That’s the panorama for the main 
races on Saturday and Sunday, but if 
you're not into winners, losers and ce- 
lebrities, there’s plenty to do across all 
three days at the LBGP. 

You can check out the Lifestyle Expo 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday and from 8 a.m. to.5 p.m. on 
Sunday. At the expo you can get behind 
the wheel yourself at the K1 Speed-Kart 
Track, or take a break from the sun and 
the noise and grab some food and re- 
freshments and marvel at the wide ar- 
ray of fast cars put on display. 

Whatever your interests, the Long 


Beach Grand Prix has 41 years of experi-, 
ence in catering to Southern California's’ 


race fans. Chances are you'll be covered. 


OPINIONS 
ddicts may get legal place to use 


California considers 
plans to establish 
supervised drug : 
myjection centers to 
address the growing 
population of heroin 
USETS. . 


bal 


By TARYN SAUER 
Staff Writer 
BoA Ney 


alifornia should be one 
of the first states to host 
harm reduction centers 
— otherwise known 
as drug-injection sites 
or drug consumption rooms — that 
would specifically allow addicts to use 
illegal drugs, such as heroin and crack, 
in supervised facilities. 

; Supporters cite success in Canadian 
centers established in 2003, but much 
of Europe and Australia have operated 
such facilities since the late 1980s. 

There is something to say about 
viewing addiction as a mental health 
issue rather than a criminal issue and 
taking steps toward addressing it in a 
different manner in order to get better 
results, 

These controlled rooms provide 
users with a safe and hygienic, space 
to use, substances purchased on the 
streets with the intent to remove drug 
use from the public sphere. 

In the cities where these DCRs op- 
erate, the public benefits from the re- 
moval of discarded needles from the 
public eye, reduction in public intox- 
ication and overdoses and the reduc- 
tion in blood-born viruses transferred 
through dirty syringes. 

But one of the main benefits to these 
programs lies in providing addicts 
with public health care and welfare 
services. 

Opposition to’ the development of 
DCRs in the U.S. insist that establish- 
ing these supervised sites would send 
the wrong message and encourage 
drug use, which is like saying provid- 
ing public ashtrays encourages people 
to smoke. 
~ While there is a significant differ- 
ence between the effects of nicotine 
and narcotics, the fact remains that 
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people are going to smoke and they are 
going to use drugs, so we might as well 
stop running the mill on a failed ab- 
stinence-only philosophy and attempt 
to correct the issue in a different light. 

Switzerland was the first to estab- 
lish such‘a site in the city of Berne in 
1986. It was built to address the global 
surge of HIV and AIDS'by providing 
safe injection facilities that operated a 
needle exchange program, among oth- 
er services. 

Urban cities across the U.S. also 
ran needle exchange programs during 
this time in order to combat the virus’ 
spread, but they were operated under- 
ground because of the chasm in com- 
munity understanding and support. 

In 1992, the New York State Health 
Commissioner finally waived the ban 
on clean syringe exchange programs 
and the Lower East Side Harm Re- 
duction Center and AIDS Coalition 
to Unleash Power won the battle to 
help those in desperate need of such 
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only to be banned again in 


1998 during the Clinton Administra- 
tion, referring to the same worn moral 


argument. 

While Bill Clinton is said to have 
supported the program, Congréss was 
split and a battle ensued among party 
members. 

This sort of bipartisan split is no 
different today, but Congress did pass 
a law in January 2016 revoking that 
same ban. Now, with the tide of na- 
tional awareness changing, lawmakers 
are making moves to address what the 
Center for Disease Control and Pre- 
vention calls a “national epidemic.” 

According to the CDC, the number 
of overdose-related deaths has qua- 
drupled since 1999. 

The U.S. spends $51 billion annually 
on the War on Drugs — that is $500 
per second. Looking back, there has 
been $1 trillion spent since Richard 
Nixon enacted the policy in 1976. 

Forty years later and not much 
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" progress has been made. Instead of 
spending our tax dollars on an ineffec- 
tive war, the money would be better al- 
located to establishing harm reduction 
centers that do not treat their patients 


é 


‘as»enemies, but’ dccept’themas sick »« 
people in need of assistance. 

Unlike those who say addicts de- 
serve the ailments associated with 
their “immorality, addicts do not de- 
serve to be social pariahs. 

According to a European drug pol- 
icy program report, harm reduction 
centers have served as addicts’ first 
step toward treatment and rehabilita- 
tion programs, which directly contra- 
dicts the opposition’s fear of encourag- 
ing drug use. 

Removing the muddled veil of mo- 
rality reveals this as a public need that 
requires public service. But, as many 
reports in Europe have shown, the suc- 
cess of such centers relies on the full 
cooperation of each individual com- 
munity in order make a difference. 
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am». MEN’S VOLLEYBALL — 


Waves coming 
to The Beach 


The 49ers look to take 
down Pepperdine to 
advance in the MPSF . 
tournament. 


By KAaycE CONTATORE 
Contributing Writer 


The No. 3 seed Long Beach State 
men’s volleyball team will take on 
the No. 6 seed Pepperdine in the 
quarterfinals of the Mountain Pacific 
Sports Federation quarterfinals Sat- 
urday in the Walter Pyramid. 

After a final win against UC Irvine 
in the last regular season match, the 
49ers (23-6, 17-5 MPSF) finished 
in a three-way tie for second with 
UCLA and Stanford. UCLA won the 
tiebreaker to take the second seed 
in the playoffs, but the 49ers edged 
Stanford to secure the third seed. 
BYU locked up the No. 1 seed in the 
tournament. 

The 49ers beat the Waves (13-10, 
12-10 MPSF) in both matches this 
season, notching their most recent 
victory against Pepperdine on March 
31 in Malibu. LBSU head coach Alan 
Knipe said that for his team to come 


Provo, Utah 


Saturday, April 16 


Stanford 


out on top, they can’t be worried 
about what Pepperdine is doing, but 


focus on what his team knows how 


to do. 

“We got to control the things on 
our side of the net and that is how 
we practice how we prepare,” Knipe 
said. “Attention to detail on the 
things that we think are important.” 

Freshman opposite hitter Kyle 
Ensing said that for his team to notch 
that third win against the Waves, the 
concentration needs to be on passing 


and serving and it is something that ° 


his team can always improve upon. 

“I think if we just play our game 
and take it practice by practice and 
focus on what we need to do in the 
game and we need to play them like 
we did the two times before,” Ensing 
said. 

Pepperdine has been a dominant 
force the past few seasons in the 
MPSF tournament, making it to the 
finals last season, but ultimately fall- 
ing to UC Irvine. 

LBSU has ‘not made it past the 
quarterfinals in the MPSF tourna- 
ment the last two years, falling to 
Hawai'i last season and Pepperdine 
in 2014. 

The Waves are coming off of 
consecutive losses away from home 
to UC Santa Barbara and UCLA. 
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Freshman outside hitter T.J. DeFalco looks to spike a ball in LBSU’s 3-0 win over UC Santa Barbara on March 23 


inside the Walter Pyramid. 


Pepperdine has a 1-6 record in the 
MPSF quarterfinals when playing on 
the road as opposed to a 9-1 record 
when at the Firestone Fieldhouse in 
Malibu. 

Senior middle blocker Taylor 
Gregory said that the focus for 
this °game is coming from energy 
and effort, especially after the last 
regular season match against UC 
Irvine. 

“Tt’s more of a focus on us and how 
we're gonna play, especially momen- 


tum wise. It’s gonna come from our 
energy and effort,’ Gregory said. 
“We know it’s the playoff atmosphere 
and everyone’s gonna be going hard 
and we have to go harder.” 

For the 49ers, the process of inte- 
grating the new players into the team 
has been something that they have 
been working on since September. 
Gregory admitted that there have 
been rough spots throughout the 
season, but that the team has grown 
and come closer together. 


MPSF Mens Volleyball Tournament 


7 p.m. 


Thursday, April 21 
TBA 


Saturday, April 16 


7 p.m. 


oN 
MPsr 


MPSF 
Championship 
Saturday, April 23 
TBA 


Los Angeles 


Saturday, April 16 
7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 21 
TBA 
Walter Pyramid 
Saturday, April 16 
7 p.m. 


“] think we’ve been working with 
this new group of guys and being to- 
gether...and making sure we're on the 
same page with each other,” Grego- 
ry said. “I think the last week or so 
it’s been really good and has kind of 
turned a corner in a sense that, the 
mentality on the court is we’re all in 
it for each other.” 

The 49ers take on the Waves in- 
side the Walter Pyramid Saturday for 
the MPSF quarterfinals starting at 7 
p.m. 


